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why it was that the negotiations had been broken off by Lithuania,
they were furious, not so much with Lithuania as with France,
whom they charged with betraying their interests in a cardinal
article of their policy.
THE EASTERN PACT
Barthou, continuing his inquiry into the real value of the French
alliances, paid official visits to Bucarest and Belgrade in the latter
half of June, and as he made a point of emphasizing the unalterable
opposition of France to any territorial revision he received the
most enthusiastic of welcomes in Rumania and, though not quite
in such overflowing measure, in Yugoslavia, where the opinion
held of the Soviet was different from that of Rumania and from
that, too, of the third partner in the Little Entente, Czechoslovakia,
On the invitation of MacDonald, Barthou went to London,
where he arrived on July 8, for the purpose of elucidating French
policy, with particular reference to the proposed pact of mutual
assistance embracing Russia, Germany, Poland and other States—
the Eastern Pact. In the morning of July 9 he discussed the general
situation and in the afternoon the Eastern Pact with Simon,
Eden and other representatives of the British Government, who
gave him a very cordial reception. After the clashes which had
taken place at Geneva between him and Simon this might have
been surprising, but the way had been prepared for him by
Hitler's "blood purge" on June 30, which, if it crushed a plot
against him, succeeded in horrifying all the rest of Europe by
its cold and callous brutality—in England the effect of the ruthless
"executions/' without trial, diverted sympathy from Germany
to France. But the British Government, determined to make
no fresh commitments, did no more than give its moral support
to the pact, which was characterized as an "Eastern Locarno";
it did, however, instruct its diplomatic representatives in Berlin
and Warsaw to recommend its acceptance; the one feature of
the pact on which it specially insisted was that Germany was to
be covered by the pact. But it was soon very plain that Germany
would have nothing to do with the pact and that the attitude

